
 
What is a world view?         

 
I  Explanation of an Axiom  
 A.  The foundational truths that we base our world view on. 

1.Axiom =  
a. A self-evident or universally recognized truth.  -  An established rule, principle, or 

law.  -  A self-evident principle or one that is accepted as true without proof as the 
basis for argument; a postulate.  

 
B.  Axioms that we use in our daily function:  

1.  We exist 
a.  Since we believe that we exist we take care of our selves.  hygene,  we get 

dressed, we eat, etc. 
2.  We love 

a.  Can you show me love? No; but it still exists.  Cannot find with scalpel  
3.  History 

a. We take for granted the history that we learn. 
 i.  Is it plausible: 
   that our history books are made up? 

 that the United States is really 1,000 years old in stead of 200? 
 that George Washington really looked like Lenny Kravits? 
 

b.  These thoughts are plausible but not likely and we don’t believe them. 
 i.  We live on the axioms that: 
   Our first president was George Washington   
  his first term was about two hundred years ago  
 ii.  although we cannot prove beyond a shadow of a doubt that these axioms 

 are true. 
*Everything is filtered our world view… 
 Humanists believe man is basically OK.  We - Man born in sin 
 

II  Axioms of the Biblical Christian world view. 
A.  First: God exists  

1.  In considering God’s existence there are only three possible options: 
God doesn’t exist (atheism) 
God may or may not exist (agnosticism) 
God definitely exists (theism) 

2.  Proving that God exists. 
a.  We cannot scientifically (test tube) prove that god does or does not exist.  
b.  but neither can we prove that Abraham Lincoln or George Washington. 

 i.  To prove something scientifically it is to be able to be tested and repeatedly 
tested with the same results. 
 



3.  We believe that God exists because of His Creation  (Rom.1:18-22) 
a.  The only three possibilities are 
 i.  Eternal universe  (2nd law of thermodynamics) “LAW – NOT THEORY!” 

    ii.  Self creating universe (law of biogenesis) 
 iii  Created by something eternal. 
b.  The design of creation 

 i.  such order in the universe demands a master designer. 
 ii.  1 in 10 to the 40,000thpower/a single cell animal to emerge by  chance.  
 iii.odds study - tornado tearing through a junkyard and producing a fully 
 functional Boeing 747 has higher probability than our universe happening 
 by chance. 
 

B.  Second:  God reveals Himself 
1.  God looked for Adam in the garden after Adam had sinned. 
 a.  Jesus came to redeem mankind.  God came to us we didn’t go to Him. 
2.  This axiom separates Christianity from all other religions.   
3.  The Bible is a book that shows how God chasing man not visa versa 

 
  C.  Third:  The Bible is God’s word 

1.  God reveals Himself to us in two ways: 
a.  Nature (Romans 1:19-20) 

 i.  The order and beauty of creation 
b.  Bible (II Tim. 3:16-17) 

   i.  Other than the fact that the Bible itself says that it is the written word of 
  God how would you argue that it was? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  c.  Sir William Ramsey: 

    a wealthy atheist with a doctorate in philosophy at Oxford University.  
  spent most of his life trying to disprove the Bible.   

   End result, after 25 years, he accepted Christ as his savior. 

#1.  Written over thousands of years by many authors / yet same theme 
#2  Lev. 15:2-12 & 13:45  -  Why so strict?  contagion 
 A.  Louis Pasture discovered germs in the 1800’s 
#3.  Prophecies of Christ fulfilled  -  300 
 A.  To fulfill just 30...Texas & coins 



 
III  There are three major tests historians use to document manuscripts: 
 A.  Bibliography test 
  1.  No originals, so how reliable are the copies. 
  2.  This is decided by the number of ancient copies of the original. 
   a. If there is only one copy it’s not history, but just a writing. 
   b.  Example:   

 
 
  
 
 
 
  3.  The new testament is the most copied and widely circulated book of antiquity. 
   a.  There are 24,970 ancient copies that have been found. 
   b.  The text was written (in antiquity) in 14 different languages. 
   c.  The #2 runner up is Homers “Iliad’ with only 643 ancient manuscripts 
 
 B.  Internal evidence test 
  1.  Is the text contrary within itself? 
   a.  Not problem spots but open contradiction.   
    *  (Look at the 4 gospel accounts again at the crucifixion) All 4 are correct. 
    *  The death of Judas –  
 
 
 
 
   
 
  2.  Dr. John Warwick Montgomery: 
   a.   studied 30 ancient languages and taught for over 30 years. 
    i.  Wrote an encyclopedia of apologetic explanations. 
   b.  Says that every troubled passage always has shown itself in scripture, or other 
    history  documentation. 
 

If 2,000 years from now historians found a copy of the national enquirer would people believe that a 
man turned into a bat and hung in a cave by seeingthat one copy?  NO 
 
But, if that historian found 100 copies of different articles from news papers, magazines, recovered 
hard drives and the like that stated the John F. Kennedy was assassinated; that would be history.  

Matt.  Says he hung himself – Acts says he fell and his guts gushed out.   
Go to the holy lands, look at the potters field.  There is a cliff where it is  
said that Judas hung himself.  If the rope snapped he would have plum-

meted to the ground. 



 C.  External evidence test 
  1.  Other sources of history that coincide with the text being looked at. 
   a.  Example: 
    i.  If historical findings show that JFK was killet with a barrett… 
    ii.  If discovered that Betty Davis was married to Ashton Kutcher 
     *  He was 11 when she died at age 81 in France 
 
  
   b.  Here are a few external authors / historians: 
    i.  Papias – leader in the early church, knew Mark personally AD 130 
    ii  Clement of Rome  AD. 95 
    iii.  Josephus, historian of the Jews (he was a Pharisee)  37-100 AD. 
    iv.  James, the brother of Jesus. 


